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WRA Annual General Meeting 

7th February, 2019 @ 7pm, at Worlebury Golf Club 

MINUTES 
 

 Content Action 

1 WELCOME 
The Chairman welcomed everyone and proceeded with the Agenda, a copy of which had been 
placed on each seat.  
 

 

2 MEMBERS PRESENT 
The Membership Secretary reported that 44 members & residents were present, which included 
our two local councillors: Lisa Pilgrim and Roz Willis.  The total committee was present, ie… Sean 
Williamson (SW); Sue Chinnick (SC); John Chapman (JC); Stephen Sands (SS); Lesley 
Pattenden (LP) and Chris Nelson (CN). 
 

 

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Hema Karve; Peter Hull; Christine & Terry Gilbert; Lesley & Keith Taylor; Janet & Geoff Wildman. 
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CONFIRMATION OF 2018 MINUTES 
The Draft 2018 AGM Minutes were posted on our website and sent via email; however, as not 
everyone could access the internet, copies had been brought to the meeting and placed on each 
seat.  They were approved “nem con”. 
 

 

 Matters Arising: “Village Green Idea” to prevent the erection of telecom masts” 
John Williams (JW) gave a short history of the area and an update on the process he and Kareen 
Williams (KW) had researched, to request it to be designated a ‘Village Green’ and reminded us 
that it didn’t necessarily have to be grassed to qualify (therefore cars could still be parked there). 
 

SW asked for a show of hands to gauge the interest in taking this forward: there were none 
opposed.  JW & KW volunteered their continued help and Lisa Pilgrim (LPi) said that her and Roz 
Willis (RW) would also help in any way they could with the planning department/application. 
 

 
 
 

JW & 
KW 
 
LPi & 
RW 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
These Reports were in the Newsletter; however, the following updates were given:- 
 

Treasurer - In the year ending 31st Dec 2018, we had the following Money:  Bank £1662.83p plus 
£6.66p petty cash, totalling £1669.49.  This compares to 2017 - £1445.53 / 2016 - £1105 / and 
2015 - £1277.05, showing that the balance has been steadily growing. 
 

Overall, the events held made money, with the exception of the Barn Dance which had to be 
cancelled on the Wednesday before the date, due to a lack of support.  There was a resulting 
loss of £121 due to the following: Band cancellation £60, Hall deposit £40, Drinks licence £21.   
 

The account still has two outstanding invoices to pay to the Community Heartbeat Trust (CHT) up 
to the end of 2018.  A small number of copies of the accounts were available at the back. 
 

A vote was taken to approve the accounts, which were passed without objection. 
 

Defibrillator – There was a discussion regarding the future cost and implications of the proposed 
new defibrillator, and SW mentioned that at a recent meeting with CHT, we were given an option 
of CHT owning the defibrillator and providing a complete service for replacement pads etc., with 
WRA continuing to report weekly monitoring.  However, this needed more discussion especially 
concerning the cost/funding aspect.  CHT had agreed to help us seek funding from the National 
Lottery (NL). 
 

The Glade – Chris Nelson gave an enthusiastic update concerning the table, benches and fire-pit 
planned.  A handout on each chair explained the situation and gave a picture of the proposed 
style. The project is being managed by Chris and members of the Weston Lions Club and 
together they’ve been able to acquire the help of Somerset Wood Recycling who will cut and 
polish the timber for a very ”charitable” price.  We will need help with the installation and 
positioning of a concrete base and perimeter lumber sometime towards the end of April, 
beginning of May.  
 

He also mentioned that on Sat. 15th June, we planned to celebrate completion with an event 
including an official opening ceremony.  This would be advertised widely as the woods are used 
by a variety of organisations.  
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 Worlebury Hill Fort – SW reminded people that WRA had supported NS Council to obtain their 
recent archaeological survey of this historic site: a handout with up-to-date details had been 
placed on various seat.  SW reminded the meeting that they could join a group of volunteers 
(unrelated to WRA) in helping to clear the site every Monday and Friday morning.  
 

 

6  ELECTION OF 2019’s COMMITTEE    
SW reminded the meeting that he would be standing down as Chairman although he would like to 
remain as an ordinary committee member, and asked for volunteers for the position of Chairman 
and/or to join as a committee member, as there were 3 vacancies.  As no-one came forward SW 
suggested anyone interested should contact a member of the committee either during the interval 
or at any time after the AGM.  SW also mentioned that our Constitution allows for members to join 
on an ‘ad hoc’ basis if they wish to help with a particular event, attending for just those meetings 
where their event was to be discussed. 
 

SW proceeded to ask for a vote to re-elect each of the remaining officers and ordinary committee 
members.  There were no dissenters: consequently, Sue Chinnick was re-elected as Secretary, 
John Chapman as Treasurer, Steve Sands as Membership Secretary and Lesley Pattenden, 
Chris Nelson and Sean Williamson as ordinary committee members. 
 

 
 

7 DONATIONS 
SW suggested that donations remain at £5 per household per annum, and this was carried 
unanimously.   
After the meeting the Membership Secretary advised that we had received donations totalling £180 at the 
AGM, for which we thank those concerned.   
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Q & A SESSION – re January Newsletter:- 
 

Welcome Pack – There was an example Welcome Pack at the back, and SC asked for a 
volunteer to keep the information up-to-date and make suggestions for anything new. Two people 
volunteered in the break. 
 

The V.E.T.S. scheme - SC mentioned that following the publication of our newsletter we had 
received a new volunteer which was excellent; however, although we now have 13 volunteers 
from 9 households, we still seek more people: no new volunteers came forward.  
 

GDPR – SW mentioned the need for more people to volunteer their email addresses, in order to 
reduce the cost of printing newsletters and hand delivering them.  This would enable us to share 
information regarding events and community matters more quickly and easily.  There were 
membership forms at the back of the room to complete together with copies of our Privacy Notice, 
all of which are always available through the secretary.   
 

Future Events – SC also mentioned there were forms and pens at the back for people to jot down 
any events they would like to see happening, together with their name and telephone number so 
that SC could contact them with a view to working together on their ideas. 
 

Agenda Items requested by members – None were received prior to the meeting; however, Janet 
Warburton mentioned the number of vehicles speeding up and down Milton Hill where she lives, 
and asked if we could ask the Council for a “Slow Down” sign or similar. 
 

SC reminded the meeting that we had taken up this issue back in 2016 when we met a Richard 
Dillon from the Planning office who explained the reasons it was not possible to have extra 
permanent signage on the hill.  SC said she had a file on it if people wanted more information.  
However, Janet was so concerned re safety, that she pressed us further and LPi explained the 
situation in more detail and offered that she and RW would see what the current position was.  
Janet then asked if, in the meantime, the police speed vans could return. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LPi & 
RW 

9 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Neighbourhood Watch Social Evening – The Chairman introduced Jane Sands who informed the 
meeting that their social evening would take place on Monday 15th April, @ 7.30pm at The Golf 
Club, at a cost of £7 to include a supper with 3 choices of menu.  The speaker, Peter Lander, will 
be talking about Birnbeck Pier.  As usual a flyer giving precise details will be delivered to each 
house nearer the time. 
 

 

10 Business ended at precisely 7.45pm and was followed by a 15 minute refreshment break. 
 

 

 SPEAKER 
At 8pm the Secretary introduced Mr David Skidmore who regaled us with the history of the 
Skidmore Family in World War I.  As their shop in Worle High Street was 100 years old this year, 
his talk included old pictures of Worle, some of which many of those present could remember. 
  

The Secretary gave a Vote of Thanks to him on behalf of the WRA for such an interesting talk, 
asking the residents to show their appreciation once more. 
 

 

 
Date Minutes Agreed :  ………………….…………….       Signed by: ………………….……….……………. 
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